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This structured course was attended by 5 

general subjects teachers from Secondary 

School of Economics. They acquired the 
modern teaching methods which will help 

them develop entrepreneurial mindset in 

students, encourage them to think 

creatively and instill entrepreneurial spirit 

in them.  

“Entrepreneurs are simply those who 

understand that there is little difference 

between obstacle and opportunity and are 

able to turn both to their advantage."  

Victor Kiam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The information and views set out in this 

publication are those of the author(s) and 

Secondary School of Economics and do not 

necessarily reflect the official opinion of 

the European Union. Neither the European 

Union institutions and bodies nor any 

person acting on their behalf may be held 

responsible for the use which may be made 

of the information contained therein.    
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The basic entrepreneurial competence 

includes an ability to turn ideas into reality. It 

also encompasses creativity, innovation and 

risk-taking, as well as the ability to plan and 

manage a project in order to achieve a goal. 

There are several types of entrepreneurship: 

1. Innovative entrepreneurship/intrapreneurship 

reflects the ability to think in a new, different way and the 

ability to organize a business better, in terms of economic 

ideas. 

2. Social entrepreneurship introduces social innovation 

and transformation in various fields (education, health, 

human rights) 

3. Digital entrepreneurship embraces economic or social 

value created by using novel digital technologies in new 

businesses or by introducing them into existing ones.  

4. Eco-entrepreneurship is based on perception of 

environmental and ecological values and is developed 

according to environmental principles.  

5. Inclusive entrepreneurship provides equal 

opportunities for all citizens who wish to be 

entrepreneurs. 

The results of entrepreneurship education are: 

ATTITUDES – self-confidence and the ability to take 

initiative; 

SKILLS – creativity, planning, financial literacy, resource 

management and risk management; 

TEAM WORK AND KNOWLEDGE – knowing how and 

when to take opportunities, understanding the role of 

entrepreneurship in society. 

How to educate students to be entrepreneurs? 

There are five practices of entrepreneurship education: 

1. Play 

2. Empathy 

3. Creation 

4. Experimentation 

5. Reflexion 

Teachers should teach students these skills: to solve 

problems, to lead others, to want to make money, to ask 

 

questions, to learn from one's own mistakes, to know 

how to sell, to never give up, to be creative, to know how 

to save money, to ask for help, to see solutions, to be 

good at public speaking. 

1. Play is the highest level of research. 

Exercise: Strategic management of your fleet 

Divide students into two groups and give each group the 

same number of sheets of paper (different colour for each 

group). They should make as many aircraft as they can 

and get them across the marked line. Give them 3 minutes 

to strategize and 5 minutes to make aircraft and play. Talk 

to them afterwards. How did they feel, what motivated 

them, was planning successful? What hinders creative 

thinking? Believing you are not creative, making 

assumptions, being serious, following the rules too 

strictly, being afraid of risks or of being wrong, always 

following your routines, thinking there is only one 

solution, making judgements too quickly.  

2. Empathy is the ability to put yourself in other people’s 

shoes, to see the world from their point of view and to 

experience their feelings.  

Exercise: Let’s perform 

Give each student a piece of paper on which they should 

write their name, the name of a student from their class 

and a task this particular student should perform. Once 

they have finished, collect their papers. Tell them that 

they will perform the tasks they have intended for others.  

Empathy can be learned if students practise the skills such 

as listening, noticing and interpreting verbal and 

nonverbal cues. These are the skills important for all 

relationships in human life and necessary for showing 

empathy to people around us. 

3. Creativity means allowing freedom of thought, 

adapting to situations, being able to express yourself 

freely, trusting your instincts and thinking outside the 

box.  

Exercise: Ideas in a bag 

Divide students into two groups. Give a box/bag 

containing 5-6 items (bottle top, toothpick, etc.) to one 

group and ask them to think about 10 ways of using each 

item and write these ideas down. The second group is 

given papers on which 5-6 words are written and to think 

about 10 ways in which each of them could be used. They 

are not allowed to write down their ideas. The task should 

demonstrate that students are more creative when they 

can touch an object and in that way they can think of 

various ways to use it. Teachers should encourage a 

different way of thinking (lateral), accepting differences, 

active listening, group work.  

4. Experimentation involves inquiry, experiments, 

evaluation of evidence, conceptual change and reasoning 

or problem-solving.  

Exercise: Shrinking island 

Divide students into groups. For each group, an imaginary 

island will be marked on the floor using a rope. All group 

members stand within “the island”. The rope will be 

tightened gradually and students need to think about 

ways to keep their entire group on the island as long as 

possible. The task involves developing different ideas and 

strategizing.  

5. Reflection is essential for studying; it makes sense of 

experiences and adds context. It involves examining your 

own responses, beliefs and premises from the current 

point of view. Relaxation, meditation and an open mind 

are very important for reflection. 

Exercise: Building a pyramid 

Divide students into groups of four. Give them 6 plastic 

cups, a rubber and four pieces of string. They need to 

work together and make a pyramid, but are not allowed 

to touch the plastic cups. During the course the teachers 

got plenty new, creative ideas regarding te modernization 

of the teaching process. They also improved their 

knowledge of English, exchanged the experiences with 

colleagues from Croatia and other European countries, 

created a professional network and a platform for 

cooperation on future projects. 

 
 

 


